	YOUR RABBIT’S FIRST VISIT

	
For a healthy rabbit we recommend the following:

Physical Examination including check of heart and lung sounds, body
temperature, weight, eyes, ears, teeth, feet, fur and general condition.
At this time, you and your pet's doctor can discuss health care, behavior,
nutrition, and how to enjoy your pet rabbit.

Fecal Concentration Test to screen for nematodes (worms), coccidia and
other internal parasites. Droppings can be collected into a closed, refrigerated
container until 1/2 teaspoonful or more of fresh specimen is collected. The
sample is then delivered promptly to the clinic for accurate results. A monthly
test may be recommended for young rabbits and an annual test for adults.

Optional: Microchip identification implantation.

If your rabbit is ill, it may be advisable to have:
Pasteurella Antibody Test to determine exposure to the bacterium Pasteurella
multocida.

General Blood Panel including complete blood count (CBC) and
biochemistry tests to evaluate many aspects of health.

Encephalitozoonosis Testing to look for a parasite that lodges itself in the rabbit’s brain.
Syphilis Testing for breeders with suspicious symptoms, such as infertility or
swelling of the genitalia.

X-rays to investigate suspected internal illness or injuries. It is sometimes
advisable to have X-rays taken when the rabbit is healthy in order to have
“baselines” for comparison.

Fecal Culture to make sure your rabbit is not harboring abnormal numbers
or types of bacteria or yeast in the digestive tract.

Preventive Care for Rabbits
* Provide annual veterinary visits to continue the health care program.
* Maintain excellent sanitation.
* Brush fur 1-2 times per week – daily for longhaired varieties.
* Trim nails as necessary.
* Weigh rabbit monthly.
* Check teeth frequently.
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